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and a cast of thousands

Darren Bader’s third exhibition at Sadie Coles HQ, more or less, revolves around ideas of
exchange, authorship, and the boundaries of the art object. In a series of installations, videos, and
texts, Bader extends his use of the found object as a literal and conceptual fulcrum — deploying it as
absurdist intervention and index of mundane reality. In the main gallery, he and artist Anca
Munteanu Rimnic create a large-scale arrangement comprising both their own works and a wide
assortment of stuff, including works by other artists. This giant walk-in ‘still life’ invites visitors to
determine what is and what isn't an artwork, in some instances following numerical combinations
stipulated by Bader. Throughout his latest works, Bader plays upon the dynamic between artist,
artwork, and viewer — foregrounding the role of the viewer or buyer in making meaning. A number of
the ‘works’ in the exhibition comprise proposals for unrealised — perhaps unrealisable — artworks.
These include models or blueprints for ‘trash sculptures’, an ongoing series in which Bader creates
or selects a sculptural form as a rubbish container.

Darren Bader (b. 1978, Bridgeport, CT) lives and works in New York. Recent solo exhibitions include Meaning and
Difference, The Power Station, Dallas (TX), USA (2016); 39/50, fig-2, ICA, London (2015); Fhe-Werld-asWilland
Representation, Kdlnischer Kunstverein, Cologne, Germany (2015); Reading Writing Arithmetic, Radio Athénes,
Athens (2015); Images, MOMA PS1, Long Island City, NY (2012). Group exhibitions include .COM/.CN, presented by
K11 Art Foundation and MoOMA PS1, K11 Art Foundation Pop-up Space, Hong Kong (2017; 2016); Political Populism,
Kunsthalle Wien, Vienna (2015); La Biennale de Lyon, Lyon, France (2015); Tragedy + Time, Public Fiction and the
Hammer Museum, Los Angeles (2014); 2014 Whitney Biennial, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York (2014);
and Empire State, Palazzo delle Esposizioni, Rome, Italy (2013). His solo exhibition (@mined_oud) is currently on
view at the Museo d'Arte Contemporanea Donnaregina — MADRE, Naples, Italy until April 2018.
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